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Have you heard about MTSS?   

Introduction to MTSS:  A Family 
Perspective 
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Illinois  
 
 
 
 
 
 

MTSS  
Network 
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Participants will be able to: 
 
●  Begin to explore the terminology of MTSS 

 

●  Relate the terminology to own experiences 

Today’s Objectives 
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Getting Started... 
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What does MTSS stand for? 

A. Mul'-Tiered	System	of	Support	
B. Mul'-Tiered	Systems	of	Support	
C. Mul'-Tier	System	of	Supports	
D. Mul'-Tiered	Support	Systems	
	

6 

What does that mean?  MTSS stands 
for: 

A. A three-tiered approach with tier 3 as special 
education 

B. Response to Intervention in disguise 
C. A way to delay identifying students as being in 

need of special education 
D. A special education initiative 
E. A systemic approach to helping all students 

learn. 
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Life is about priorities.  If you are here 
today; MTSS must be a priority.     

On your reflection 
guide, write down why 
you are taking the time 

to get a better 
understanding of MTSS 
(Multi-Tier Systems of 

Support). 

IDEA (2004)... 

...supports 
implementation of a 
“multi-tier system of 
supports” because it 
has proven to be 
effective in 
accelerating learning 
for all students, 
including students 
with disabilities. 
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So far... 

• We know what MTSS stands for 

• We know what MTSS is 

• You have identified why it’s important to learn 
about MTSS. 

• We know that IDEA supports MTSS for ALL 
students, including students with disabilities. 

• So, let’s keep going and develop a deeper 
understanding of MTSS in Illinois! 
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Illinois MTSS Definition 
A Multi-Tiered System of 
Supports  
is a systemic, prevention-
focused, data-informed 
framework for 
continuous improvement  
providing a continuum of 
supports  
for ALL learners. 
 
 

Illinois MTSS is made up of                   
several key ingredients:  

 
•  Systemic 
•  Prevention-focused 
•  Data-Informed 
•  Framework 
•  Continuous Improvement 
•  Continuum of Supports  
•  All Learners 
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What does MTSS “look like” and “sound like?” 
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What is meant by systemic? 
 

 
 
System-wide: affecting 
or relating to a group or 
system (such as a body, 
economy, or market) as a 
whole, instead of its 
individual members or 
parts.  

 
 

Systemic approach 

The success of MTSS 
rests on a systemic 
approach that unified 
general education and 
special education in 
deliberate, intentional, 
ongoing collaboration 
to improve outcomes 
for all students. 
 
 

 
 

What might be an example of a systemic 
process in your life? 
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Prevention-Based... 

Is an approach applied across all tiers 
•  Prevention identifies who needs support as 

early as possible; when to implement supports 
when needed;  and  to determine if those 
supports are effective 

•  Prevention prevents development of new 
problems 

•  Prevention reduces the number of existing 
challenges 

•  Prevention reduce the intensity and complexity 
of needed supports 
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Prevention Based Research: 
 

•  Antisocial behavior patterns are most malleable 
before age 8.  (Walker, Ramsey, & Gresham, 2004) 

•  Academic intervention at 3rd and 4th grade takes 
4 times longer than if delivered at kindergarten 
(Lyon, l998). 

•  1 in 6 children not reading proficiently at 3rd 
grade do not graduate from high school on time 
(Hernandez, 2001) 

  

What might be an example of a 
prevention based activity you already take 
part in? 

 
•  Bully programs in schools aim to 

“prevent”  

•  Drug abuse programs aim to 
“prevent” 

•  Early Head Start provide health 
and educational opportunities for 
preschoolers to “prevent” future 
health and educational concerns 
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Data-Informed  

•  Data routinely used to help improve instruction 
 
•  Data allow schools & families to see how their 

students are responding to instruction / 
intervention  
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Framework 

An essential supporting structure of a building, 
vehicle, or object. “ 

       
or 

 
A basic structure underlying a system, concept or 
text. 
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Framework 
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Continuous Improvement 

Defined: 
An ongoing effort to improve products, services, 
or processes. These efforts can seek 
"incremental" improvement over time or 
"breakthrough" improvement all at once. 
 
In education, the term continuous 
improvement refers to any school- or 
instructional-improvement process that unfolds 
progressively, that does not have a fixed or 
predetermined end point, and that is sustained 
over extended periods of time.  
 

Levels of Problem Solving 

Level Problem-Solving  
Team 

Individual Individual Problem Solving 
Team 

Classroom Individual Teacher / Co-
Teachers 

Grade / Content Teacher Teams / 
Instructional 

School Building Leadership Team 

District District Leadership Team 
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Problem 
Identification 

Problem 
Analysis 

Plan 
Development 

Evaluation 

Where are 
we now? 

How did we 
get to where 

we are? 
Where do we 
want to be? 

Is what we 
are doing 
making a 

difference? 

How are we 
going to get to 
where we want 

to be? 
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What is meant by “continuum of 
supports?” 

Problem 
Identification 

Problem 
Analysis 

Plan 
Development 

Evaluation 
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Students succeed when instruction 
matches their needs 
 
Whole Child 

•  Academic 
•  Behavioral 
•  Social-Emotional 
•  Cultural 
•  Environmental 
•  Transition 
•  Wellness 
 

27 

Universal / Tier 1: Every student and every family receives  
Targeted / Tier 2: Some students and families receive (in 
addition to Universal supports) 
Intensive / Tier 3: A few students and families receive (in 
addition to Universal and Targeted supports) 

What are the 3 Tiers of MTSS? 

Universal 

Targeted 

Intensive 
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Support Based on NEED 

Remember that the 
multiple tiers of support 
refer to our SUPPORT 
not Students. 
 
MTSS is NOT a disability 
labeling system. 
 

Math 

Reading 

Wellness 

Behavior 
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ALL Learners 

Academic  
Standards 

Monitoring  
Progress 

Good  
Teaching 
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If we believe this, then….. 

ISBE 
Valued 
Outcome: 
all 
students 
college and 
career 
ready 
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So What can I expect? 

• Updates on your child’s progress  
• Early identification of academic or behavioral 

concerns at the first signs of difficulty. 
• Help for your child that increases or 

decreases depending on your child’s needs 
•  Information and involvement in planning and 

providing interventions to help your child 
•  Information about how your child is 

responding to the interventions being 
provided 
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In the chat box….. 

 
 
What is one ‘take-away’ from 
your learning of MTSS? 


